contributed enormously to legitimizing lobotomy by giving the procedure a veneer of scientific credibility as well as the imprimatur of Yale science.
Many of the chapters in this book attempt similar reworkings of accepted versions of the lobotomy story. Perhaps the most significant of these is Pressman's detailed study of the records of patients who underwent lobotomies at McLean Hospital in Massachusetts. Since I was familiar with the story of Walter Freeman taking an ice pick to the brains of many indigent patients in state hospitals, reading Pressman's account of thoughtful psychiatrists deciding which affluent patients in this elite hospital would receive the benefit of lobotomy made it easier to see a parallel between the practice of lobotomy and the treatment of severely ill psychiatric patients in the 1990s. Far from whitewashing lobotomy, Pressman's approach provided an historical lens through which to see my own work more critically.
In addition to reconstructing clinical decision-making practices at a single hospital, Pressman also puts the lobotomy story in the context of the evolution of the treatment of severely mentally ill patients in the United States in the twentieth century. One limitation of this is that he has nothing to say about treatment in other countries. Limiting himself to one national context is, however, a wise choice because it allows him to demonstrate social and intellectual synergies that otherwise would have been blurred. Of particular interest is his demonstration of how Adolf Meyer's notion of psychobiology, the most influential psychiatric philosophy in the United States in the first half of this century, provided an intellectual rationale for the practice of lobotomy. Given psychobiology's previous reputation as providing fertile soil for the growth of psychoanalysis, Pressman's observation of its role in supporting the ultimate biological treatment gives the reader a new understanding of just how eclectic psychiatry was in the mid-twentieth century.
Last resort is a fine book that deserves a wide readership. Unfortunately the author's penchant for repeating his arguments again and again makes the book longer than it needed to be and will probably put off one group who would benefit from reading it-clinical psychiatrists. For historians, however, it is, as the author hoped it would be, both a detailed case study and a fascinating musing on how we tell stories. Gerald Grob's introduction spells out how much we have lost by the untimely death of this talented historian.
Edward M Brown, Brown University, Providence, RI Louise H Marshall and Horace W Magoun, Discoveries in the human brain: neuroscience prehistory, brain structure, and function, Totowa, NJ, Humana Press, 1998, pp. xi, 323, illus., $59.50 (0-896-03435-6 Despite its title, the book has neurological gaps: five of the twelve chapters focus on the cerebrum, whilst the ventricles, cerebellum, thalamo-cortical pathways and pituitaryhypothalamic axis each have a chapter. Other sections cover the "basic postulates", the evolution of the brain, which provides the book's phylogenetic framework, and a consideration of the limbic system, corticothalamic connections, and the brainstemreticular formation as the major integrative systems of the central nervous system. Subcortical regions, the brainstem, cranial nerves, the blood-brain barrier, immunology, pharmacology, pathology and disease conditions, are just some of the topics inadequately covered. The authors intend that the brief overview at the end of each chapter should provide "an account of the knowledge prevailing during the third quarter of the twentieth century", but these are sadly inadequate. The chapter on cerebral neurochemistry, for example, makes little or no reference to the chemistry and metabolism of brain lipids, to neural energy requirements and intermediate metabolism, to the wide range of putative neurotransmitters already proposed by the mid-1970s, or to the astounding impact of drug treatments for neurological and especially psychiatric disease, and the avenues that they opened for new experimental investigations into brain structure and function.
All the history of neuroscience works mentioned above have their particular strengths, and weaknesses, and the present book is no worse, but also no better. It will no doubt find a home in libraries and reference collections, where it will complement, and be complemented by, other texts, but it unlikely to appeal to the individual purchaser. Since the late nineteenth century, holism, in medicine as in the sciences, has been an oppositional movement, reacting against the trend toward mechanist-reductionism and specialization. By studying "medical holism", therefore, we gain a richer understanding of the rise of scientific medicine and its reception in various quarters of the medical community. Lawrence 
